Our Vision: A world where everyone has a
decent place to live.
4th Quarter 2020

Building More Than Homes
Photo left; The Frazier family, our 2020 Family Building
Partner.
Since Ms. Frazier became involved with Habitat, she
told us that she was encouraged by our confidence in her
and she needed to have more confidence in herself to
step out of her comfort zone. Ms. Frazier applied for a
manager training program with her employer and was
accepted, completed the training and received a pay
raise. That’s exciting. She has been kind and patient
during the delay in construction of her home due to the
pandemic. At the end of a recent meeting with the
Homeowner Support committee, she and I spoke about
the stresses and complications of family, work and school
that everyone deals with but is even greater due to uncertainties of the pandemic. I was feeling tired from
the ongoing challenge and I’m certain it showed. She
said, “ Don’t you worry, everything is in God’s time and
we have to be patient because he’s got everything under
control”. Now when I think about Ms. Frazier, I hear her
encouraging remark and remember her quick smile. I
have a great deal of confidence in
her.

Shared common interest is critical in
long-lasting relationships.
Improving Communities is ours.
We are honored to recognize ExxonMobil
as our 2020 underwriter.

Sandy Denson
BHfH Executive Director

2020 4th Quarter Volunteers
The Friday Crew
Habitat Board & Committees
Thank You for Everything You Do

2020 Opening Doors Volunteer Celebration
Glenn Whitcomb Recognized
for 20 Years of Service

Glenn Whitcomb was recognized as BHfH’s Volunteer Honoree for 2020 having served with the organization for over 20 years.
“It’s been rewarding to volunteer for Baytown Habitat. I’ve learned new skills and found out I enjoyed teaching. In addition I’ve
met many new friends and have learned more about people different from those in my social and work circles” said Whitcomb.
Photo Left: Habitat Board President Cliff Clements presents Glenn with a plaque recognizing his contribution, Center: Area District
Director, Christine DiCosimo of Texas Rep. Briscoe Cain’s office presents Glenn with a resolution recognizing his contribution to the
community, Photo Right: The Whitcomb family was present to share some of their experiences as a result of Glenn’s service work
and it’s impact on their lives.
Photo Right: Habitat Board Member
John Belk presents the Friday Crew
Member 2020 Award to Carl Brandon, Far Right: Dr. Gregg Lattier, Lee
College Rotaract Sponsor and members of the organization are awarded the Community Civic Group for
2020, Below Right: Jennifer Willis
from CRCU accepts the award for
Business Volunteer Group 2020.
Absent are Faith Family Church,

BHfH Board, Staff and Ms. Frazier: Aida Rendon, Zack Clay, John Belk, Glenn Reilly, Ms.
Frazier, Cliff Clements, Carl Brandon, DiAnne Wilson, Lara Arsola, Sandy Denson & Bruce
Dockall. Members absent, Jennifer Bauer, Margie Grimes, Kenya Fanus, Thomas Hast,
Clarissa Martinez, Sheila McDonald, Kyle Ray, Wendy Vola, Joyce Young.

Above, our bird house door prize tradition was beautifully honored with
construction by BHfH board members Zack Clay and John Belk and decorated by
Homeowner Support Committee member Shannon Falk along with our wonderful
friends at Baytown Junior Forum. Below , we were carried through the program by
long time advocate, Mike Wilson, committee member, Pete Alfaro ,with board
members, John Belk & Kenya Fanus.

Above, our 2020 Family Building Partner, Unisa Frazier, shares her Habitat
story with us. Since her eligibility for a
Habitat home Unisa has spent many
days accruing her sweat equity hours
at the worksite and in committee
meetings learning about home
ownership.

Due to the social distancing guidelines when our event was held in October, we created
a video production and invited those volunteers, sponsor supporters, board & committee members being recognized along with a few of their family members to help us
create a presentation to share with our community. We kept our group to 75 in order to
use the Evergreen Park Event Center for the presentation and relied on the creativity of
our good friend, Carrie Pryor-Newman and her niece assistant, Jordyn Ponder, photo left,
to walk us through the process and we were very happy with the end result. See our 30th
Anniversary and Volunteer Celebration video on our website, baytownhabitat.org.

Opening Doors Generous Sponsors
Cornerstone: Capital Bank, Community Resource Credit Union,
ExxonMobil, UBS Financial Services, Zachry, Golden Gables: ChrevronPhillips Chemical, Flagstone: Baytown Kiwanis Club, John Belk, Start, Garcia & Stanley,
TCG, Good Neighbor: Lou & Mary Bagwell, Gary & Sandy Denson, Hunton, Andrews & Kurth, Lee College,
PaCoTech, Glenn & Ann Reilly, Texas First Bank, Jaqueline Whitaker.

Silent Auction Sponsors 2020
Martha Goolsby, Deborah Caruselle, Sandy Denson, Sheila McDonald, Wendy Vola, Zack Clay, John Belk,
Chuck Ganze, Aida Rendon, Marsha Landers – Clay Things, Mary Litton, Jacqueline Whitaker, Community
Resource Credit Union, Cute As A Ribbon, Hilton Garden Inn-Baytown, Staybridge Suites-Baytown, The Manly Salon Tune Up, Delta Downs Casino & Hotel, Nolan Ryan Round Rock Express, Bayou City Wings,
Red Lobster, Chili’s, Benihana’s, Antonio’s Italian Restaurant.

Raffle Sponsors
Kenya Fanus & Elite 5 Star Realty ; Yeti Cooler, Joyce Young ; Ladies Gucci Sunglasses, David Cochran ; Men's
Costa Sunglasses

Douglas LeRoy Relyea
March 12, 1940—October 3, 2020
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.
Robert Frost

A Legacy of Service
On Saturday, October 3rd, due to COVID 19 gathering restrictions, a
group of about 75 Habitat volunteers and advocates met to create the
first video presentation of our annual Opening Doors Volunteer
Recognition event. Little did we know that in the early morning hours
our dear comrade, Doug Relyea, had passed from this world and entered
into eternal peace. As our group gathered and were notified of the
terrific loss, both in friendship and in wealth of Baytown Habitat
knowledge, we shared a common sorrow. Doug in his own quiet way
became the topic of conversation and we celebrated him together. He
will always be with us. Doug Relyea was a model of service over self and
gave countless hours for more than 20 years to BHfH. He joined BHfH
due to the need he saw in the community. While raising his children and
meeting their friends, he realized not everyone was fortunate in their
living conditions and he chose to make a difference. A memorial service
was held at our worksite on October 17th that was organized and hosted
by Doug’s daughter for over 50 family members, friends and included
Habitat volunteers and homeowners, all sharing their own stories of
Doug’s generosity and kindness. It was a good day to be at the worksite.
Through a generous land donation by the Cox family, Doug’s contribution
to Baytown Habitat and our community will be well remembered with
the naming of the land parcel “Relyea Crossing”. Doug’s obituary and a
tribute memorial by his family can be seen at the link below.
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/baytown-tx/douglas-relyea-9388160

These givers keep us
building, and we are
happy to recognize
their generosity in our
Carpenter’s Circle.

Join the club!
Become part of the
Carpenter’s Circle in
2020.

Harrison Pest Services , Sammy’s Towing,
Fanus Electric & Port—A– San

We received this great photo at the top from our long time sales rep, Rob Tiever at
Altman Growers in Teague and were glad to see a healthy plant for our supporters.
Bottom right photo: board member, John Belk with Nick Guzman fill the tables and
floor with over 1,000 plants. The Baytown Optimist Club allows us to use their building to store our plants during the delivery by Habitat volunteers and staff. Orders of
ten or more plants are delivered and less than ten can be picked up at the Optimist
Club. Photo top right: Construction Manager, Glenn Reilly, takes a box handoff from
the delivery guy. When poinsettia delivery day arrives, it’s all hands on deck. Big
thanks go out to John Belk, Glenn Reilly, Nick Guzman, Bobby Mullins, Cliff Clements,
David Fivecoat, M.A. Bengston, Jackie Whitaker, DiAnne
Wilson and
her son Brad, Martha Goolsby, Joyce Young, Sandy Denson and son,
Thomas Wyly. We also want to thank everyone that orders their plants
from us because , this fundraiser is an important piece of our budget.
Virginia Miller is a long time
advocate for BHfH and also
spends many hours with our
friends at LOVE Network. I
stopped by to deliver her
poinsettias and was rewarded
with some lovely rosemary
cuttings and this sweet photo.
Unfortunately I forgot to
include the poinsettias in the
photo.

Even through a pandemic, our network of supporters
found a way to answer our call. Without the amazing
giving spirit of the generous people in our community,
our newsletter would be bare. The last quarter of 2020
was a true testimony of how much we depend on our
network and they came through with smiles and joy.

WE LOVE OUR SUPPORTERS!
Chevron Phillips Chemical hosted their annual Wish
Tree this year in a virtual format. We were invited to submit a list of items for their employees to purchase online
and ship directly to our office. We received these tools
along with a $250 Home Depot gift card.

In November, our tool storage was broken into and
almost $3,000 in tools stolen. We were heart sick.
When board member Bruce Dockall found out, he
approached his employer, Zachry, and they
stepped up covering the loss and allowing us to
replace the tools entirely. Zachry also came through
earlier in the year by bringing in heavy equipment
and a crew to move building components to our
new worksite a couple of miles away.

These ladies represent Baytown

Pilot Club

and are a welcome sight any day at Habitat. Their
awareness of the needs of our homeowners and
willingness to contribute to our work make them
invaluable for us. On the left, Louise King, and right
Janice Hudman, Sandy Denson with Habitat center.

As a United Way agency BHfH invited UWGBACC Resource Development
Director, Traci Dillard and Resource Coordinator, Bethany Porter to our internal
campaign facilitated by Habitat’s Community Coordinator, Jackie Whitaker. Here
with members of the “Friday Crew” and a worksite breakfast we discussed the
role Habitat plays providing financial stability through homeownership.

Photo Left:
Lorry Fry,
Kaitlin Henicke,
Hannah Keeler
Vaughn,
Rita McKay.

Up On the Housetop

The Ultimate Holiday Home-Maker is!
If you get a call from Hannah Keeler Vaughn or her sister, Rita McKay to join some
holiday fun, just say yes. When they shared their idea of a fundraiser for Baytown
Habitat for Humanity, we were thrilled for the opportunity to meet new friends, have
fun and raise money for our organization all in holiday style.
In addition to the $3000 raised for Habitat for Humanity through the 6 teams entry
fees ($500 each), the RE/MAX ONE team raised an additional $4000 by auctioning off
their home. Each bidder donated the home back to have it auctioned again, which is
how they were able to collect so much. Donors included: Mike Marlow, Rachelle
Aaron, Jeff Shealey, Amber Guidry, Holly Jackson, Hannah Vaughan, Brandon Vos, Art
Aguilar, Chris Thieheimer, Dean Kennemer, Kevin King, Regina McMakin, Virginia Hall,
Charlie Foxworth, Kate Keating, Leonard Brown, Karyn Green, Margaret Boyd and
Diane Woodcox.

Thank you to our friends at the Baytown
Art League, Marsha Geer Landers, Karen
Black and Billie Brinkley, for judging our
entries.

Photo Left: First Runner Up - Keller Williams Elite
Team 1; Rheylicia McNeal, Micayla Anderson, Dana
Metcalf, Julia Owens, Valerie Richardson.

Holiday
Dream Home

Photo Right: Second Runner Up - Keller Williams

Elite Team 3; Maggie Castillo, Ashley Bradford, Mandy
Terry, Mayte Hayes, Tiffany Mathis.

Candyland
Short Sale

We also appreciate our Baytown Chamber of Commerce for donating their space for the event. Our Habitat staff, DiAnne Wilson,
Glenn Reilly, Jackie Whitaker , Sandy Denson and Board Member Wendy Vola did a great job with set up and tear down along
with snacks, photos and cheering section. See the Baytown Sun article December 24, 2020 for more details.

Holiday Home-Maker Challenge
JLA Realty Team : Sarah Steinkopf, Tonya
Hutton, Michele Gray

Origen Team: Cassie Nichols, Traci Crawford, Alisha Cunningham, Cory Strange, Natasha Kellum.

Keller Williams Elite Team 2: Rob Roca, Britt Roca,
Ken Hayes, Kim Hirt, Melissa Sumrall

Meet the Berry Family, our
2021 Family Building Partner.
Ms Berry and her family were presented to the Board of
Directors by the Homeowner Selection Committee and
unanimously approved in December 2020.
Baytown Habitat for Humanity was brought to my attention
while attending a meeting at the Baytown Housing Authority.
I’m currently partnering with them thru the Section 8 Program
and also the Self Sufficient Program. I’ve always wanted to own
my own home and build a foundation for my kids and I. Habitat
has helped me fulfill that dream. Applying for this program was
one of the best things I’ve done. I stepped out on faith when I
moved to Baytown and being a part of the Section 8 Program
pointed me in the direction of an awesome program to better
myself and also better the lives of my children.
S. Berry

2021 BHfH Board Members
President, Lara Tucci Areola, Vice President, Cliff Clements, Secretary, Jennifer Bauer, Treasurer, Margie
Grimes, Homeowner Selection Chair, Kenya Fanus, Building Committee Chair, John Belk, Fundraising Committee Chair, Aida Rendon, Directors, Joyce Young, Wendy Vola, Sheila McDonald, Clarissa Martinez, Bruce
Dockall, Zack Clay, Thomas Hast, Kyle Ray.
Staff
Executive Director, Sandy Denson, Construction Manager, Glenn Reilly, Business Manager, DiAnne Wilson,
Community Coordinator, Jackie Whitaker, Construction Aide, Nick Guzman.

We began 2020 with incredible plans and soaring spirits and thanks to our supporters throughout the year,
we ended it the same way. There have been big challenges and uncertainties and as an organization we
faced them together but leaned on many long time supporters. Our network of supporters stood with us and
we are grateful beyond words. Thanks to the “Friday Crew” there has been construction progress for Ms.
Frazier’s home even though the worksite has been closed to community volunteer groups most of the year.
We faced serious theft of our tools but with help it was overcome. There was mischief and malice on one of
our properties but with the convictions of our Board and help from BPD we got through it. Many of our
Habitat homeowners faced lean months with loss of work and reduced hours but all mortgages are intact.
We lost a dear friend. It took everyone working together to overcome these challenges and the plan is to
continue relying on each other’s strengths and talents, because we have a lot of good work to do. Now go
build something.
Happy New Year from Baytown Habitat for Humanity

